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A throng of two hundred people occupied every corner of the ground 
floor of the Commissariat Store in William Street, Brisbane, on 
Saturday 11 August 1990. In the space of eight hours they responded 
with enthusiasm to 22 papers, were refreshed in the warm winter 
sunshine and made and renewed friendships. All but one of those 
papers appear in this special issue of the Journal. 
The proceedings were officially opened by the Governor of 
Queensland, Sir Walter Campbell. Papers were delivered by Mr Ron 
Winch, President of the Federation and by Dr Alan Roberts, its 
Secretary; by Dr Carol Listen, President of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society; and by Dr Ron Wood, President of the Royal 
Historical Society of Queensland. 
Papers were presented by all three Vice-Presidents of the Queensland 
Society, Dr Ruth Kerr, Professor John Pearn, and Mr Michael White, 
Q.C. The legal profession was also represented by Barrister Mr Stephen 
Sheaffe. Several speakers came from the country, including Mr 
Maurice French, Senior Lecturer at the University College of Southern 
Queensland at Toowoomba, Ms Wendy Dixon, Curator of the 
Landsborough Shire Historical Museum, Mrs Jessie Kerr, President 
of Marburg Historical Society. Mrs Doris Gray-Woods has links with 
Bromelton. Ms Lori Harloe, who is completing a Ph.D. in History 
gave a North Queensland perspective, Mr Craig Edgman explored the 
bushranging element and Mrs Jean Stewart examined links with New 
England. Welcome contributions also came from the professional 
historians, Ms Lynne Armstrong, Dr Jennifer Harrison, Ms Marianne 
Eastgate, Ms Margaret Jenner, and Ms Judy Rechner. Mr Dan 
O'Donnell's paper on the Ugarapul Aborigines of the Fassifern Valley 
had previously been accepted as a paper in this Journal and was 
published in the November issue. 
